
Comicson fossil fuels, 
militarization and
social justicein the EastMediterranean



PEACE
IS FOSSIL FREE



CONTENT WARNING
This comic discusses topics that are very heavy for 
some people; such as the occupation of Palestine, 
the 2020 explosion in Beirut, police violence, and life 
in militarized regions.

DI-
SCLAI-
MER

Hi, how nice you’re exploring this comic! 
We are the Gastivists, a transfeminist and anticapitalist 
collective working to stop the gas industry, and make 
way for a just renewable energy system that prioritizes 
people over profit. 

Many of us are based in the area of the Eastern Me-
diterranean, or have roots there. When we saw a few 
years ago that the EU was planning to import gas from 
the region, we started connecting with incredible local 
activists, to learn from each other and share strategy. 
Over the years, we built strong bonds and trusting rela-
tionships. In this comic, our friends from communities 
on the frontlines of a new pipeline, of extraction, of mi-
litarisation and of occupation, tell their stories. 

INTRO-
DUCTION

Our experiences are shared to show a united front. While 
politicians fight and position communities against one 
another, from Palestine to Israel, to North and South of 
divided Cyprus, and beyond, we stand together.

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US.



Historic Palestine constitutes present-day Israel,
the West Bank, including East Jerusalem and the Gaza 
Strip. In 1948, Israel was created on 78% of Historic 
Palestine. In 1967, the rest of Historic Palestine
(The West Bank and the Gaza Strip) was occupied.
Israel continues to territorially expand by building illegal 
settlements in Area ‘C’ of the West Bank while blocka-
ding the Gaza Strip and illegally annexing and isolating 
East Jerusalem.

LORENA CANOTTIERE

PALESTINE
Manal







CLAUDIO CALIA

ISRAEL
Ya’ara

The Israeli regime does not allow Palestinians access to 
gas fields in their own economic waters, because within 
the apartheid comes not allowing energy autonomy
(the right to make decisions over energy).
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CYPRUS
Niko

The island is split into two zones with military borders: 
the Northern part (mostly Turkish speaking community, 
known as the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus) and 
the Southern Cyprus (mostly Greek Cypriot community, 
known as the Republic of Cyprus).
New gaspipelines projects escalate tensions and threaten 
the fragile peacekeeping efforts.
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GREECE
Georgia

The sea, full of wildlife, natural curves and dips
of the sand and ocean floor, is sliced into perfect 
geometric shapes by Governments, and sold block 
by block to companies to explore whether there 

might be gas (or other resources) to exploit.
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ITALY
Marco

Italy, which already has 265,000 km of gas pipelines, has 
plans for at least 5 more and the installation of gas-fired 
power plants for at least 5 GW. 
Since TAP and the Southern Gas Corridor were first
discussed in 2004, there have been dozens of geopolitical 
crises involving Azerbaijan, Turkey, Georgia and Greece 
(countries from which the gas arrives or transits).
Studies show that there is more than enough gas supply 
infrastructure in Italy and across Europe.







AN INTRO TO GAS IN THE 
EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN

Eastmed would be one of the longest gas pipelines in Euro-
pe and, as they say, the deepest in the world. 1,900 kilome-
ters long, of which 1,300 offshore, and with 3,544 meters 
of maximum depth, would cost about 5 billion euros. 216 
kilometers of the Poseidon offshore section must be ad-
ded, to link it to Italy.

Eastmed-Poseidon would open the Eastern Mediterrane-
an gas trade route, encouraging drilling in the area (which 
has the world’s largest, mostly untapped, undersea gas re-
serves) and the new regasification plants (LNG), planned 
throughout the region, would allow gas to be transported 
from the Eastern Mediterranean to Europe, and to other 
markets, by ship.

Every fossil project started now takes resources away from 
the development of just and sustainable renewable alter-
natives. The increase in gas projects is symptomatic of the 
fossil fuel empire’s desperate attempt to remain powerful; 
typical of the classic colonial dynamic, in which Western 
Europe is enriched (of energy and financial resources) at 
the expense of the people further East and further South.

The Mediterranean basin is one of the largest biodiversity 
hotspots in the world. Home to tens of thousands of plant 
and animal species, one fifth of which are already threate-
ned with extinction and climate change. Building and dril-
ling in the sea does not improve the situation.

The Mediterranean lies just above the meeting point of the 
African and Eurasian plates, forming a complex pattern of 
faults and moving microplates under the Mediterranean 
and Red Seas.
The high seismic risk of the area greatly increases the 
danger of pipeline and infrastructure explosions, and con-
sequently that of serious environmental damages.

The Eastern Mediterranean and the Middle East are par-
ticularly vulnerable to climate change, with high risks of 
drought and crop losses. In places where there are confli-
cts, or in conditions of apartheid, it is much more difficult 
for societies to modify their infrastructure and consequent-
ly adapt to the impacts of climate change.
The people of the region will suffer earlier and harder from 
climate breakdown than the people in Europe consuming 
and benefitting from Eastern Mediterranean resources.

The IPCC (the UN’s climate scientist body - not the most ra-
dical organization) says that there’s no way of staying with 
global targets (also not the most radical targets) if we keep 
burning gas.

Climate change is already escalating, and will continue to 
escalate, the refugee crisis: while European consumption 
fuels climate change, it also is militarizing its borders 
against people impacted by its effects. Studies show that 
climate breakdown increases the likelihood of conflicts, 
gendered violence, extreme weather events, and the de-
struction of homes and livelihoods.
Fortress Europe needs to open the borders and take ac-
countability for the harm caused by Western consumption, 
companies & banks.

WHAT ABOUT 
THE CLIMATE?
Fossil gas is mostly made up of methane, a super charged 
greenhouse gas that leaks into the atmosphere when gas 
is drilled, transported and used. There is no such thing as 
a leak proof gas project.
It always leaks.
Methane is 86 times more intense at warming the planet 
than CO2 over the 20 years and when you burn gas to pro-
duce energy, a significant amount of CO2 is still emitted.



ACTORS INVOLVED

FOR MORE INFO

The European Union supports the project:
EastMed and Poseidon have received priority status by 
being included in the latest Projects of Common Interest 
(PCI) list, which means that the pipelines can skip regula-
tory hurdles, receive financial support, and are considered 
top EU priority.

In 2019, United States passed a bill that supports the East-
med pipeline, with a promise of US assistance for fossil 
gas extraction offshore Cyprus and Israel, a US run Energy 
Center in the region and the elimination of the 1978 embar-
go on selling arms to Cyprus, to de-escalate conflict with 
Turkey. Exxon Mobil, who holds exploration blocks offsho-
re Cyprus, heavily lobbied for the bill to pass. 
In January 2022, the US dropped its support for the East-
Med pipeline, for environmental and political reasons, 
however they are still interfering with energy & militari-
zation in the region, supporting electricity lines that would 
carry gas powered energy from the Eastmed to Europe. 

The main companies involved in the EastMed-Poseidon pi-
peline or that are holders of mining licenses on the Israeli 
coast or off Cyprus are: Depa (EL), Edison (ITA) and then 
EDF (FR) which owns it, Chevron (USA), Energean (EL), Ra-
tio (ISR), Delek (ISR), Exxon (USA), Noble (USA), Eni (ITA), 
Total (FR), Shell (NL/GB), Qatar Petroleum (QA), Kogas 
(CY), Bg (CY).

On the Eastmed-Poseidon pipeline specifically, go to
stopeastmed.org for the Gastivist’s report “Pipelines Fuel 
Conflict; the case of the Eastmed-Poseidon Pipeline”.

For gas in the Eastern Mediterranean in general, and all the 
international financers and companies involved;
check out Urgewald’s report ‘Five Year’s Lost; How Finan-
ce is Blowing the Paris Carbon Budget’ - jump to page 63 
for all the info on the Eastern Med!



The collective Gastivists wants to thank all the people
and collectives who contributed to this project, including 
Lorena Canottiere and Claudio Calia, Avli, ReCommon,
Stop the Wall, the NO TAP collective of Melendugno,
Georgia, Elisa Ugo, Silvia, Francesco and Fabio.

To stop this project, there are many things we can do together.
By framing this QR code, you will find many ideas and support, 
but do not hesitate to reach us!

gastivists.org
ig @gastivists_collective
fb @gastivists

stopeastmed.org








